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World System Structure and Frontier Issues: Reflections Centered on Eurasia

YUAN Jian
(School of Ethnology and Sociology, Minzu University of China, Beijing, 100081)

Abstract: World system theory, a far-reaching structural discourse, affects people’s understanding of
regional characteristics and positioning. As one of the major regions in the world, the Eurasian continent, such as
Central Asia, the Eurasian frontier region, has influenced the formation and development of the regional world
system of the Eurasian continent, and has experienced a great transformation from glory to decline in the ancient
Silk Road network and the order of modern colonial empires. By interpreting Gunder Frank’s classic narrative
of Central Asia and its status in the world system, we can further understand the modern significance of frontiers
in the process of understanding and appreciating the structure of the world system. On this basis, people’s
understanding and knowledge of the China-Central Asia connection can be deepened.
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